
PGPA Act Review 

Department of Finance 

One Canberra Avenue 

FORREST ACT 2603 

Attention: Review Secretariat 

Dear Review Secretariat 

EB17/115 

Independent Review of the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 

I am writing in response to your correspondence of 9 October 2017 seeking submissions to the independent 

review of the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 (PGPA Act). 

I welcome this review and would like to provide this submission on behalf of the Clean Energy Regulator. 

My comments have been framed against the objectives and defined scope of the review. 

• The impact of the new legislative framework

The implementation of reduced disclosure requirements for the agency's financial statements has had a 

positive impact on the preparation of financial statements by reducing the workload and effort required. 

• Accountability and Governance

» Reporting on contracts and consultancies in annual reports.

Information on agencies' contracts, consultancies and future procurements are currently published on 

AusTender. We believe AusTender should serve as the sole reference point for Commonwealth information 

on these matters and the requirement to detail these in annual reports removed. This may also be an 

opportune time to review the requirements for the management and accountability section of annual 

reports. 

» Whether there would be benefit in bringing forward and potentially legislating an earlier annual

report delivery and tabling date.

In relation to legislating an earlier annual report delivery and tabling date we would request that this issue 

be the subject of discussions with the Australian National Audit Office (ANAO). The completion of annual 

reports is dependent on the finalisation of the ANAO's audit of financial statements and the presentation of 

independent audit reports from the ANAO. A change of tabling date could only be achieved if the ANAO has 

the capacity to complete the financial statement audit within the timeframes required for an earlier tabling 

deadline. 
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and this should be the same regardless of what publication they are contained in. Again, this would 

clarify the role of the agency, increase readability and remove duplication. 

» There is currently a wide range of approaches used by agencies in the preparation of annual

performance statements which makes comparison between agencies difficult. Further

standardisation would assist with readability and comparability across government. This would also

assist with an eventual progression to the publication of annual report data online in line with the

digital prototype in development by the Department of Finance and the Department of the Prime

Minister and Cabinet.

• Support provided to Commonwealth entities

The timeliness of advice from central agencies is critical to enable agencies to review and implement 

changes. Agencies have processes and systems in which to undertake planning and performance reporting, 

as such changes need to be considered well in advance of the commencement of the reporting year to 

enable changes to be implemented internally. If the government wishes to make amendments than agency 

need advance notice, months, prior to the commencement of the reporting year. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission to your review which I am comfortable to have 

published. If you have any questions regarding this submission, please contact Chris Ramsden, Chief 

Operations Officer, who can be contacted at Chris.Ramsden@cleanenergyregulator.gov.au 

I look forward to seeing the outcomes of this review. 

Yours sincerely 

v1d Parker AM 

Chair, Clean Energy Regulator 

'PNovember 2017 
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